Senate Introduces Independent Living Administration!
A bill has been filed with the Senate HELP Committee which creates the establishment of a new Independent Living Administration (ILA), and strengthens America’s Independent Living (IL) Program. The ILA would elevate the IL Program at the federal level, and would create an organization independent of the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) within the Department of Education. The creation of this new administration marks a truly historic moment in the Independent Living Movement, and IL advocates across the country have much to celebrate this week. 

The ILA is created through the reauthorization of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which is contained in the larger Workforce Investment Act (WIA). NCIL has been pushing for the reauthorization of WIA and the Rehabilitation Act for nearly a decade, and the introduction of a bill to reauthorize both pieces of legislation presents a unique opportunity to improve the IL Program and substantially increase consumer-control at the federal level. 

NCIL has been working closely with the Senate to create legislative language that will drastically overhaul America’s IL Program, and fix problems that have frustrated Centers for Independent Living (CILs) and Statewide Independent Living Councils (SILCs) for years. Although the majority of IL fixes and enhancements in this legislation cannot be listed, here are some of the highlights:

· Creation of an ILA: a new organization within the Department of Education, completely separate and independent of RSA. The ILA Director will report directly to the Secretary of Education. 

· Carryover Authority: CILs will now be allowed to carryover Part C funds not spent during the first year into a second year.

· Addition of a 5th Core Service: transitioning people with disabilities from nursing homes and other institutions to home and community-based residences.

· Clarification of the Role of SILC:  Because of RSA’s interpretations of the Rehabilitation Act, several clarifications regarding SILC activities are included in the bill - providing advice and assistance to the designated state unit (DSU), facilitating the improvement and coordination of services, resource development activities, and carrying out systems advocacy functions.

· Funding Formula Change: Part C dollars should be allowed to be shared among all states and territories, states with the largest populations would receive more funding proportionally. 

· Accessibility at WIA One-Stop Centers: one–stop centers will be required to be physically and programmatically accessible, regardless of disability. 

